
Love God | Grow Together | Serve Others

Annual Report for 2019/2020

This report is shorter than previous 
years due to COVID-19.
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Lead Pastor Report - Rev. Mike Agrell

Vision
We exist to help families find Jesus, community, and purpose.

God placed a high value on family when He created Adam and 
Eve, positioned Himself as our perfect Father, and modeled 
the church after it. Biological family is important, but Jesus 
expanded our view of it to include anyone who has a relationship 
with Him. 

The Ridge church is committed to family ministry. A quick count 
shows that there are 13 families with two generations attending 
on Sundays, 13 with three generations, and two families with 4 
generations! These numbers represent only the families who 
attend regularly and does not include the generations who came 
before but have passed on now. Wow! God has done amazing 
things through our church to reach families for Jesus in our 
region. 

Mission (purpose)
We are a group of people who love God, grow together, and 
serve others. 

Metrics
Purpose: Love God, Sunday morning average attendance: 131, 
Salvations: 1, Baptisms: 2
Purpose: Grow Together, 10 small groups met throughout this 
year, average attendance: 39
Purpose: Serve Others, weekly volunteers average: 29, missions 
giving: $17,199.75

Thanks to my wife Kate, daughter Julia, and son Nathaniel. Their 
love and care are a blessing I draw on daily. 

Thanks to Pastor Ryan. Ryan has thrown himself into the youth 
ministry wholeheartedly. He has recruited people who are 
passionate about serving teens through relationship. Ryan is 
growing in leadership, and it has been a pleasure to see how 
he is maturing in his role. Kids are excited to come to youth 
group, and are growing in their faith and their relationships. His 

leadership in this role has given students a safe place to grow in 
their faith and their relationships.

The past few months of quarantine under covid-19 would have 
been much more difficult without Ryan. His expertise in editing 
and creating online content has helped our church create a 
quality experience and helped people stay connected to the 
Ridge Church under difficult circumstances. 

Thanks to all of you for giving so much of you time, talent, and 
finances to the Lord’s work. 

Thanks be to our Lord, the maker and sustainer of all these 
things. 
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Family Life Report - Rev. Ryan Genereaux

I am wrapping up my third year at The Ridge and once 
again I find myself so grateful to be part of such an amazing 
community!

After Marilyn moved to a new position within the church as the 
Serving Coach after being an A+ leader, Una stepped up in a 
major way and began to prepare the curriculum each week for 
the children. If it wasn’t for Una, there’d be no Nursery this year. 
She has done an amazing job at this vital behind the scenes 
task! We are also very thankful for Alaina who stepped to do the 
scheduling! It is no small job!

After Vanessa resigned from the Ridge Kids Director role, we 
took a couple months to find a replacement for her without any 
luck. We are so thankful that Marleigh stepped up to take on this 
role at the church! Under her leadership, attendance has grown, 
and children are applying the knowledge of Ridge Kids in a way 
that very exciting! For more information, check out her report!

Youth was amazing this year! During the months before COVID, 
we were averaging low 40s in attendance with spikes up to 
nearly 50 students each week. It has been so awesome to see so 
many unchurched students come through our doors and hear 
about God each week - and stick around! We are thankful for 
the trust that parents place in us. We’d be lost without our A+ 
team of Vesta, Brent, Honey-Lee, Josh Liston, Nathan Moore, 
and Marleigh. They all play a crucial part in making youth a place 
where students can be invested in.

During COVID, we were able to still reach students and families 
online through awesome videos by Marleigh, Marilyn, and Una, 
resourcing parents through our website with weekly devotions 
and activities for families to do together, and checking in with 
Students on Zoom. It looked different, but we were still helping 
families find purpose, community and Jesus.

Our nursery and children’s programs combined averaged 19 and 
youth averaged 37.

There have been a billion awesome things that God has done 
this past year in Family Life, but here are some highlights.

Camp Ridge Kids - We had over 60 kids come out to this week 
long day camp and they collected over 100lbs of food for the 
Valley Food Bank!

Jingle Jam - This year we ran Jingle Jam twice - once for our 
church family and once for the community. One person at the 
community show said “Your church really loves and serves the 
community!” We hope that our service to them draws them 
closer to Christ! Huge thank you to Michael Liston and the 
Nackawic Middle School staff for allowing us to host there.

Trunk or Treat - Even though it rained, we were able to be a light 
on a night that is known for darkness. We had two food trucks, 
and served over 600 people that evening, providing a safe place 
for families on Halloween.

Free Baby Sitting - This event started last year, and this year we 
had tons of help from the Youth group to make it amazing. We 
did a lesson, worship, and activities for the kids, while providing 
a date night package for couples!

Grad and Baccalaureate - This year we decided to leverage 
being online and host a celebration service for the NHS class of 
2020. After the school administration saw our plans, they asked 
us to become the official baccalaureate for their grad! We were 
honoured for the opportunity to share the gospel with families 
who don’t know Christ.
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Ridge Kids Report - Marleigh Genereaux

Since I began attending the Ridge Church, one thing that 
immediately stuck out to me was the way the church family 
values the youth and children’s ministry. With this being the 
case, I was honored and so excited to step into the role of Ridge 
Kids Director in September and have been blessed to have a 
front row seat to all the amazing ways God has been working! 

Prior to Covid-19, when we were able to be meeting in person, 
we had seen growth in attendance and involvement. The Ridge 
Kids were showing excitement over learning memory verses, 
bottom lines and main takeaways from the weekly lessons. 
The Ridge Kids team aims to make Sunday mornings fun and 
exciting, but it has been truly rewarding to see that the kids have 
grabbed hold of the bigger purpose of it all: learning more about 
and growing closer to God. 

We have been blessed by great leaders and junior leaders! 
Arlene Dore and Vesta McIntosh have gone above and beyond 
to plan, coordinate and teach on Sunday mornings. We were also 
so excited to welcome Darci Bernard to the team in December. 
Her excitement and joy have been such a gift to the Ridge Kids! 

It is no surprise that due to Covid-19, the last several months 
have looked very different than anything we could have 
imagined or planned for but God has remained so faithful! 
During this time, it has been our goal to continue offering 
lessons, resources, and content for the Ridge Kids, while also 
not overwhelming parents. While we certainly are eager to 
return to our regular Sunday mornings, this time has been a 
special opportunity to see families learning, worshiping, playing 
and growing together.  Receiving messages and photos of all 
the ways families participated with the lessons or challenges 
together was a true gift. I truly believe in the midst of this 
pandemic; God has allowed many families to reconnect and 
grow together. 

As we look forward, there are many elements that are still up in 
the air. However, regardless of the details, it will remain our goal 
to help families find Jesus, community and, purpose. 

Worship Leader Report - Sarah McGuigan

“Regardless if you are on the platform or not, you are first a 
worshiper, and second a leader.  God’s called you to minister to 
all and to guide his people in praise.  Importantly, He’s called you 
to Himself.” The Worship Priority 

This quote has held true at a time like no one anticipated.  The 
church building has not been the meeting place for our worship 
during these uncertain times – our team and our church have 
been forced to see worship in a new light.  Learning to “guide 
His people in praise” without seeing them in person on a week to 
week basis has pushed us to develop in ways we didn’t expect.

Our online small group has continued this year with an average 
of 4-5 people responding and discussing the week’s scriptures 
and devotion.  One of our band members is being baptized this 
spring!  PTL!

The band has gotten smaller in number over the year – losing a 
drummer and keyboard player.  We have felt the strains of fewer 
members to help out each week.  In saying this, our current 
leaders and core members are resilient and thankfully, flexible.  

We would love to see more musicians step up to join on a 
regular basis.  There is always a need for people to play guitars, 
bass, percussion or to run media.  Practice nights are open and 
a great time to learn.  (What you see each week, takes a lot of 
people and behind the scenes planning!)

We take what we do very seriously and are working very hard to 
serve God with excellence.  We laugh a lot, pick on each other at 
times, but support each other in life always.  We are a family.  We 
will continue to lift the name of Jesus and pray that His light is 
visible in what we do.
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Bereans Report - Marilyn Moore

2 Corinthians 5:14 “Whatever we do, it is because Christ’s love 
controls us.”

Our group does a lot to reach out to those in need in our 
surrounding communities. Cards, dinner plates, fruit baskets, gas 
and grocery cards, are sent out almost daily to those in hospital, 
recovering from illnesses, mourning the loss of loved ones, and 
those struggling with extra financial burdens. 

We have also supported such local organizations as “Teen 
Challenge”, Green Hill Lake Camp, Share a Wage and RVCA.  
Money comes in from our potato sales, the Ridge Church and 
our own individual members who attend our small group. Each 
week, as we gather, we discuss who needs prayer or help in 
some  way.  

Marina Hull does a lot of the leg work delivering for us and 
several others may join in as needed.  So many people have 
been overwhelmed with our giving hearts…2 or 3 individuals 
have even made a donation back to the Bereans after having 
received from them!

Presently, our group averages 10-12 participants each week, 
often with visitors from other places.  For the last few years we 
have had an 86 year old Catholic gentleman travel  from Plaster 
Rock to attend our Tuesday morning group.  Although he has 
suffered strokes and has difficulty speaking, he blesses us over 
and over again with his love for our Lord and his knowledge of 
the bible. 

A year and a half ago “Dee” visited with us for about 3 months.  
She was a relative of Patty and Weldon’s and when she joined 
our group she had recently lost her husband and suffered 
a debilitating stroke. We poured love all over her and she 
made some dramatic changes in her life and was baptized at 
our church…even though she had to climb those stairs to the 
baptismal on her hands and knees!

Home Care workers have come and gone at the McGuire 
household but Owen has always insisted that the worker sit 
in on our group. I believe that God planned it that way.  They 
came, they were fed, they moved on…one even to heaven.

We have a prayer list that is updated almost every week and 
we spend a good portion of time in prayer.  Of course bible 
study has become our time for learning.  We have been studying 
Colossians for a year and a half and there are only 4 chapters! 
Each week someone brings something good to eat and Owen 
always has a big pot of coffee on.  Often we share each others 
burdens, pain and suffering as we listen to their concerns and 
pray for them.  Lots of tears are allowed to flow!

Since we are a group of seniors, we have not been able to meet 
on line but our ministry has continued to many people over the 
past few months.  My hope going ahead is that we will be able 
to get together in the McGuire door yard this summer, share 
a good cup of coffee and someone’s yummy eats. We will all 
be talking at once and Christine will be sharing a funny story 
or 10 of them that have happened since we were last together. 
Beryl will be reading scripture, Una will be sharing notes on that 
scripture from her bible, Patty will be digging in her purse for 
her glasses, David will be arguing with someone, the dog will be 
barking as he sings with us, Owen will be drinking his 4th cup of 
coffee, Carolyn will be laughing out loud, Nancy will be involved 
in 3 conversations all at once, Thelma will be looking for the 
most comfortable chair, Jenn Pike might roll in late looking for 
her cup of TEA,  Marina and Betty will be discussing what it was 
like in the “good old days” and Marilyn will be trying to keep a lid 
on it all!   I can hardly wait!  God has been so good to US! I know 
there are many good times ahead.
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First Impressions Report - Maggie Reid

First Impressions is a weekly ministry here at the Ridge Church, 
one which began as a vision almost three years ago, lifting 
off the ground in October 2017. Today in June 2020 our First 
Impressions team consists of over 30 volunteers. Many volunteer 
and serve together as couples or whole families. It is such 
a unique ministry that invites children and parents to serve 
together on a Sunday morning. 

First Impressions covers roles including: greeting at the front 
doors, passing out bulletins, operating the lift, and serving at 
the coffee bar. First Impressions also serves to help the elderly 
up stairs, hang coats, point out washrooms, and introduce new 
families to nursery and Ridge Kids programs.

First Impressions’ mission is to love. To make each person feel 
known and loved upon entering the Ridge doors, to introduce 
them to Jesus. Coming into church for the first time, into a 
place where no one knows your name can be very intimidating. 
Holding a door, starting a conversation, and brewing a cup of 
coffee allow our team an opportunity to create relationships, 
build connections, and show love to people in simple yet real 
ways. 

In these days of COVID 19 - our ministry looks quite different. In 
this wilderness season, I am so humbled to watch my brothers 
and sisters in this ministry loving their neighbours and our 
greater community in creative and tangible ways. Bringing 
baked goods, making phone calls to check in with our elderly 
community, and finding ways to reach out and show love. We 
are excited with raised restrictions this month to be a part of the 
Fathers Day ‘drive in’ service. In the midst of these unforeseen 
days we walk - we are thankful as a team for the ways in which 
we are being stretched to learn how we can be creative in being 
First Impressions-ers in our neighbourhoods and on our streets. 

Looking and praying into where God would have us take this 
ministry moving forward. Our vision for the future to “love God, 
grow together, serve others” sets our direction as we embark 
into this new season/year. Praying we will listen, leaning in to 

learn from the One who is Love. We are so thankful to be THREE 
YEARS into this mission God has laid on our hearts in First 
Impressions! Looking forward to what He has ahead. 

“Love each other with genuine affection, 
and take delight in honoring each other.”

Romans 12:10 NLT

“Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other;
 let us show the truth by our actions.”

1 John 3:18 NLT

GriefShare Report - Sandra Clark

GriefShare is a grief recovery support group where you can 
find help and healing for the hurt of losing a loved one.  This is 
a 13-week, Christ-centered support group seminar for people 
who have lost a spouse, child, family member, or friend through 
death.  In January Sarah McCutcheon and myself started the 
GriefShare at the church.  It is an amazing program and those 
that attended felt that it was helpful.  We had finished our 5th 
session when Covid started and we had to put everything on 
hold.  

GriefShare, went online and we felt that we would offer an online 
GriefShare starting in June, there was some interest, but they 
were not ready.  We will offer another GriefShare in September 
online/or in person.

Grief Share is an important ministry.  I am thankful for Sarah’s 
support and heart for this ministry and look forward to the 
opportunities and people God is going to send into this ministry.



8



9



10



11


